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24 UG 1973

Mr. Max Frankel
Editor, Editorial Page
The Mew York Times

29 llest 43 Street

New York, Newy York 10035

Dear Mp. Frankel:

Thanks for your helpful and extensive reply to my letter to
Abe Rosenthal. I appreciate the several ideas that you have put
forward. They all have merit. let me corment on but a fey,

* Quite frequently we do claim the privilege of retaining some-
thing in a secret classification although it has already appeared
in the public domain. There is, however, g considerable diffarence
between a Jovernment agency officially acknow]edgfng the substance

times for us not to release information which is in the public domain,
there often is 300d cause,

While you have a good point that no one should be subjected to
censorship for the rest of his 1ife simply because he viorked in an
agency like the CIA for a short period of time, all we are really
asking is that we have a right to reviey any publication based on
information obtained during that period of employment. fe Certainly
are not empowered to Pass judgment on material derived from othep
experiences and even as to material derived fron CIA experiences ye
assert only a 1imited right of review, the sole purpose of which js
to screen oyt Properly classified informatfon. . .

I, too, think there is some promise in Bil} Colby's thesis, and
surely enough to warrant careful exploration. e ara indeed both
interested in the same resyjs- the preservation of truly vital
secrets, the downgrading of as many “run-of—the—mi]l secrets” as
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can be downgraded, and elimination of any proclivity to use secrecy
as a way to obscure acts of embarrassment. I sincerely hope that

the country can grapple with this issue in the rnonths ahead and
attempt to define a naticnal attitude on secrecy in a democratic
society. I am enclosing a draft article on this topic which I have |
written. Perhaps you would be good enough to let the Magazine Section
look at it to see if they have any interest in it. I suspect it ig
not quite the type of thing for their publication, but I would pe
pleased if they would at least consider it.

Again, thanks.

Yours sincerely,
18/ Stansei eld Turned

’ | STANSFIELD TURMER

Enc.
DCI/0GC/DPA/kgt/22 August 1978
Distribution:
Orig - Addressee w/enc.
T~ ER wo/att
1 - 0GC wo/att
2 - 0/PA wo/att

Approved For: R('alease 2009/06/24 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000601740007-0



